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_ It would be difficult. to; comipreas + widite: 
‘the limits of a short article a greater amount 


‘of silly misrepreséhtation than ‘the Bening » 


Post succeeded in doing ‘yesterday in. its 
comments on the jobbery of Mr, Sxenman’s | 
brother-in-law.’ It is not true that the Secre- 
tary, ‘‘seems"’ to have suppressed :Col. 
MovtTon;) on, the contrary, he is to-day 
the chief agent and director of the.Secre- 
tary’s Presidential campaign. It is not true 
that $500 represents either anybody’s share 
of “‘ the plunder,’”’ or suggests the magnitude 
‘of the transactions. engaged in by Mouton 
and Comincors. “Their share of the “‘ plun- 
‘der’. of one Contract was’ apparently at 
‘the. rate” of $4,000 a year, and ‘they “were 
figuring on other, contracts which would 
chave yielded. them ‘some. $30,000 . or 
$40,000 more.  It.is nottrue that the Secre- 
tary did anything to: preyent. the realization 
of theit schemes; ‘the ‘‘ miserable failure ”’ 
of the firm was not due to any hindrances in- 
terposed at Washington,..Tan Trims did 
not assume. either the Secretary is an 
‘* absolute fool ’”’ nor a somewhat mean type 
of rascal, though we are quite prepared to 
admit that the. man who should undertake 
his “defense after the manner of the Post 
would probably be both. We do assume that 
to take money from the public Treasury for 
which no: services: have been rendered “is 
simply ; theft, whether, the amount. be .hun- 
dreds’ or thousands of dollars, and whether 
‘the sufferers be the people of this City or the 
‘people of the United: States. Considering 
‘the very close. relations which the Post has 
had with certain notorious plunderers, both 
of the City and the United States, it is; per- 
‘haps, not a matter for surprise that it does 
not agree with us, 
—_—_—_______—— 
THE PROPOSED TARIFF BILL. 


Ifthe: sub-committee’ of the Ways’ and 
Means Committee. to which was’ given in 


in charge the preparation of a tariff bill has 


heretofore erred by delaying too long; it has 
now. aggravated that error by another in at- 
tempting too much:*The scheme of a tariff 
‘bill reported by the sub-committee on’ Tues- 
day is very sweeping. © It.affects nearly all 
the highly-protected interests,’ and affects 
some of them in an extreme degree. ‘ It 
attacks. the. salt interest . full. in 
front, and. ‘proposes to. abolish — the 
duties on all» forms. of « \salt,: now 
paying from 8 cents to 12.cents per one hun- 
dred pounds, It reduces the duties on’ vari- 
ous:forms of manufactured cotton more than 
one-half from the present average rates, which 
are both specific and -ad'dalorem.’ It strikes 
the wool-growing interest bya reduction’ of 
actual duties ranging from 50 per cent. to 85 
per cent.; to a uniform duty of: 80 per cent, 
advalorem. Manufactured: woolen goods 
are also cut-down to an even 20 per cent. 
They now average about 60 per cent, and 
range as high as 100 per cent. . In. the same 
way, though, forthe most part,in less de- 
grée, the iron interest, the copper and lead 
interests; and the paper interest, with several 
others less prominent, ‘but quite. influential, 
are affected by the bill. 

Hada measure of this ‘kind been prepared 
early in the session, had it’ been adopted in 
earnest by the Oommittee of Ways ‘and 
Means, and pressed ‘upon the House consist- 
ently and with energy, there is every reason 
to Suppose that. something might have come 
of: it; » If “the: industries .of the .country, 
that. are Jaboring. under ‘the ‘unjust 
and discriminating: taxation placed upon 

the benefit of. a few - favored 
occupations, .could, not . have © gained 
‘from such a measure all the relief that is ap- 
parently promised by its provisions they 
could probably have secured the greater 
part. The general features of the ‘propasi- 
tion: are calculated to ‘have ‘stood the ordeal 
of thorough discussion, and to have: gained 
strength from it. Its sd introduction, 
sustained in good: faith. 


r | chicanery of some ‘of its high-tarif? mem- 
‘bers, The bill. as now. presented in ‘the 
Sixth month of the session, even if it should 
receive. the «support of a majority “of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, can amount 
to” but “little. It is barely possible’ that it 
may be so ‘amended and cut down as to’ se- 
cure the approval of the. House in some 
of its most obviously necessary features, 
"put even this is-scarcely probable. : There is 
no tinieIéft.for any debate that. can make 
votes for it; and only a shadow of “a chance 
‘that such debate as:it provokes will be can- 
didly- and effectively sustained by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. “Mr: Woon, the 
Chairman of the committee, in whose hands 
it would. almost of necessity ‘be: placed, is 
‘neither a speaker of influence nor a capable 
parliamentarian. Of the Democrats on the 
committee, Mr: Tucker and Mr, Moxri- 
SON are the only ones. capable and will: 
ing to: do effective » work. for the 
bill; and: them opportunities will: be very 
limited: .. From other members of the com- 
mittee nothing but lukewarm support or op- 
position, either open or covert, can be expect- 
ed. “Mr, Garrre.p, ‘who has it in his power 
to do. much for the essential features of the 
measure, and whose active co-operation 
might even. yet accomplish much, cannot 
be counted.on. He is blinded by political 
ainbition or ‘by less ’ obvious and still less 
créditable  motives,..to the requirements 
of. duty. Consistency . with his. past 
professions, fidelity to a great principle in 
practical statesmanship, the just pride of an 
intelligent mind inthe promotion. of valuablé 
reforms—these are incentives which formerly. 
weighed ‘with him, but to the influence of 
which ‘he now seems utterly indifferent. 
A. sort of patalysjs has taken  pos- 
session of his energies; ‘he is no longer a 
leader, and is content with a neutral. and 
negative ‘position, in .which, so" far, from 
influencing others, he is fortunate if 
he can decently. defend - himself... From .no 


| quarter, theréfore, can the bill obtain any: 


very effective support. The one real service 
which; atone time, it seemed that. this Con- 
gress might render the country, in a moderate 
and conservative amendment of some of the 
worst features of the tariff, is hardly . ad- 
vanced by the tardy'and misdirected efforts 
of. the. Ways and Means Committee. The 
public will watch with. languid interest the 
progress “of their ‘scheme. toward its ap- 
parently inevitable failure. 


AN ANCIENT SWINDLE. , 

There seems to be no such thing as killing 
a'swindle.. Though trampled in the dust, it 
crawls to’the light ‘again, and, when a gen- 
eration of men has passed) it rears’ its crest, 
as full of life and impudence. as ever. The 
Santillan swindle, to which attention was 
recently called in these columns, ‘is’a. case in 
point. The De Groot fraud, referred to in 
thé. Washington correspondence of THe 
Trms to-day, is another example of the vi- 
tality of a ewindle. The Santillan fraud 
proposes’ to, compel the Government to 
pay for lands granted by a document’ which 
has been rejected by the Federal courts as 
fraudulent and void. The prosecutors of the 
De Groot. claim, trusting to the infirmity of 
thé human memory; propose to compel the 
Government of the United States to pay con- 
structive: damages on a contract which the 
original holders utterly failed to*fulall, It 
is'an old story, and'one which is full of’ the 
romance of raseality, .This being the era of 
rehabilitation, the rogues of 1860.come for- 
ward with the specious plea that they have 
a just demand which should be paid in 1880, 
although it -was.disallowed in 1860. .Some- 
body evidently hopes that what happened so 
long ago as 1860 has been forgotten. 
.» While the Washington Aqueduct was 
under Construction, Capt, M..‘C. meee 
now Quartermaster-General, being superin 
tendent, a contract was saddle with Mr W W. 
H. De Groor for the: delivery:of # large 
quantity of bricks, to be delivered. at the) 
rate ‘of 60,000 per day, at a. fixed price, 
There was. a special clause in the contract 
making the payments terminable by reason of 
the failure of the: contractors to supply the. 
| material, or by the ‘failure of ‘Congress ‘to 


.| make the necessary ‘appropriations. - Dz 


Groor did fail % supply the material, and, 


ea ti aerenon Sicnugeheek telteiaey fo ene 
Radica i tle the whole case. Not so, however, when 


claim is in the hands of bold ‘and. unseru- 


and. “never. furnished, 


tary conditions. The p 


pein Administration of Jamus “Bu: | pervis 


OHANAN went out in the smoke. and}. 


darkness * of | ‘civil. war.’ It comes ‘once 
‘more to. the surface, when every + crawl- 
ing and creeping ‘thing which sought: ob- 
scurity and silence during the Jong vacation of 
the Democratic Party is awakening into life. 
The claim is fraudulent because it.represents 
the profits on material never manufactured 
Tt is *‘fraudu- 
lent ‘because the contract upon which 
it’ was based was terminablé © un- 
der two contingencies—the failure of the 
contractors, and the’ refusal of Congress to 
appropriate money for its continuance. Both 
of these’ contingencies actually “happened, 
and the claim was thenceforth dead. * There 
is no power in this or any Congress’ to give 
life to. this fossiliferous, and paige 
swindle, 


STATE BANITARY SUPER VISION: 

. The Legislature has been furnishing a 
strong argumént for biennial sessions. in the 
amount of time it has. spent for: the pro- 
duction of slight results; If there were 
less ‘time to waste, it is probable that im- 
portant subjects. would receive more prompt 
and persistent attention. . Weeks have been 
frittered’ away upon’ matters: that might as 
well have been left alone, and valuable. time 
has been. given.up t0-.scliemes that 
had no beneficial’ relation: to the pub- 
li¢ - good, | -while important questions 
of legislation have been treated with 
scant ‘consideration, or with a capricious 
“trifling that indicated'a complete lack of ap- 
preciation of their importance. Among the 
measures that deserved a more sober and 
thoughtful’ treatment than they have re- 
ceived is that which provides for the estab- 
lishment of a State’ Board of Health. ‘Le- 
gislation of this kind has’ no’ political origin 
or support, -Those who interest themselves 
in’securing it are either philanthropic stu- 
dents of the needs of society or professional 
men who have a special acquaintance with 
the defects of administration’ in matters 
which only those. with professional knowl- 
edge can fully ‘appreciate. Hence, the dif- 
ficulty of enlisting in its behalf the efforts of 
such men as are sent to the Legislature, who 
are not apt to. be'sensitiveto demands that 
convey no political significance. 

The . bill to establish a State Board of 
Health, after passing the Senate without op- 
position, and. obtaining a third reading in the 
Assembly with scarcely 4 voice raised against 
it, has been defeated. in the latter body on a 
motion for its final passage, but @ chancé re- 
Mains for a reconsideration of the vote. 
The capricious action of «the Assembly 
indicates that the subject has ‘been 
treated’ with little. regard’ for ~ its 
merits or that some cause for opposition has 
arisén of which there is no public evidence. 
If the favorable action was justified, there 
was no. reason, ao far as appears, for the ad- 
verse vote of ‘Tuesday. Whatever objection 


to the ‘bill may’ be entertained’ by members- 


of the Assembly, it is evidently aimed at its 
general purpose, for’no’ one has seen fit to 
criticise the method by which’ that. pur- 
pose was .-to be attained. The 
question seems tobe. simply ‘wheth- 
er a (State Board of Health = is 
desirable, and nothing resembling an. argu- 
meént has been brouglit against it. The bill 
provides for a new official board, involving 
an annual expense of $15,000. This fact 
makes it incumbent upon its advocates to 
show its utility; but it doesnot furnish a 
reason for defeating it without reference to 
the question of its value, Boards of Health 
have been established, not only in all the most 
civilized’ countries’ of. Europe; but in 


more ‘than twenty States of the Union, 


end im no. case has - any . .effort 
been thade to prove that they were useless or 
“worth less than they cost. © On the contrary, 
their value has been demonstrated by indis- 
-putable statistics, in a progressive dimintitjon 
sof the death-rate, in the lessening of ‘the 


prevalence of certain preventable diseases, 


‘and in a very perceptible improvement in 


“was ° ‘done > in. ten. years, and. ‘at 
tio) ie, did the annual expense of \ the 
board exceed $10,000,, 'The value of its work 
issimply incalculable. In this State, the corre- 

work remains go be dotie, and the 


proposition that it ‘be undertaken is met*by- 


no. more powerful argument than the, sneer- 
ing remark of Mr, Anvorp, that: the pro- 
posed board of health would be: an.‘t unne- 

cessary excrescence,”’ . It has; -in fact, been: 
shigetae too long neglected, and that neg- 
lect undoubtedly costs many: times the ex- 
pense of a properly-constituted and well- 
conducted sanitary administration. 

A REMARKABLE FAMINE. 

Adgreat many. curious things have. hap- 
pened in Ireland, ‘ but the. present famine’ is 
the strangest of them all. It is an altogether 
unparalleled style of famine, and the more 
one investigates it the more extraordinary 
does ‘it appear. 

The famine was first brought prominently 
to ourattention by Mr; Parner. . He vis- 
ited this country to enlist our sympathies in 
yehalf of Ireland, and he succeeded in so do- 
ing by informing us that's terrible famine 
was in progress in that unhappy island, and 
that-thousands of people were starving. to 
death. « Of course, charitable people imme- 
diately proposed to send food to the starving 
thousands, but Mr. Panwei.: begged: them 
to do nothing, of. the kind. He said that 
what was wanted Wwas.a supply of money to 
defray the e of ‘a number of earnest 
young agitators who would go from place to 
place denouncing ‘the wickedness of ‘land- 
lords:;who pretended that. they had a 
right to. ask. their temants to pay. rent. 
This was certainly the most: remarkable 
measure of relief for a, starving : population 
that had ever been suggested since the time 
of Swirt’s ‘‘modest  proposal’’ for’ -re- 
lieving Irish distress.. If Mr: Parnent 
intended that his. starving countrymen 
should’ convert his earnest foung: agitators 
into. food, he was» not: a.good political 
economist; for cheap, asthe proposed: agi- 
tator usually is, he is not appetizing nor 
wholesome, and the money which Mr, Pax- 
NELL proposed. to. invest“in agitators could 
have been much more profitably -invested. in 
beéf and pork. On the other band, i? he 


did not intend his agitators for the table, his 


proposal was.worse than the conduct of the 
hypothetical father in the Scriptures who, 
when, his children asked for bread, gave them 
a stone. If Mr) PaRnexsn’s compatriots were 
starving, it. was to be presumed that they 
wanted bread, but that: remarkable: person 
proposed to fill them.with. the ungubstantial 
east wind of oratory. ». 

Tn’ spite of . Mr. Paes, America, which 
hasalways, and justly, had a kindly feeling 
for. the Irish, insisted: upon sending food to 
Ireland, Money and provisions were, there- 
fore, given freely, and-a Government vessel 
was freighted. with. food,’ * Meanwhile, | a 
number of facts’ were published: which con- 
firmed the impression already made by Mr. 
PARNELL, that. this particular famine was @ 
very extraordinary affair. It was: found 
that the. starving Irish people had sent a 
large sum of money to the Pope. Now, it 
would be unjust, and uncharitable to find 


fault with people for giving money’ to the 
cause of their religion; but it \certainly did’ 


seem. queer that people who were starving 

to death. should ‘still have money enough left 
to pay a handsome sum to the Pope. Next 
came the news that éhiploads of © po- 


the general health, asa result of better sani- |'t 


value of the 
lives and health of citizens being admitted, it 
can be easily shown that health boards, both 
‘local and general, ‘have slick: proved a 
profitable investment. 

It would be hard to find any oug bold 


| cought pute he ate of he ath a } in 


of the “outsiders "* to suggest their own candidate 
should be'réceived with at least a show of courte- 


ous respect. notte Ape RR See 

‘Tie Concord Simmer Schoo!” of Philosdphy 
opens its second term on the 12th of July, and will 
continue for five weeks. The success of the expert- 
ment last year was such that the coming session .is 
to be greatly enlarged: in its range of teaching, in 
‘the wehbe ot Sr Dictedanta or lectuters, and in 
the conveniences of attendance. Its location is the 
Orchard House; adjoining the Wayside: estate, for- 
merly the residence of Mr. Hawrsonne—a spot, to 
be hereafter known as the residence of - Prof. 
Write T. Hang, the editor of the Journal of 
Speculative ‘Philosophy. A chapel, capable of seat- 
ing 200: persons, : is ‘in process of ‘erection on the 
grounds, ‘and thére’ is’ every indication that 
Mr, Broxson Atcort, a hale, hearty and bright old 
gentleman, already beyond his eightieth year, will 
yet pass down to posterity as the head of the Con- 
cord School of American Mystics. “The Philosophi- 
eal School has such a@.strong leaning in the direc- 
tion of transcendental or mystical: thought, that it 
is. not improperly. named the School of Mystics, 
and Mr. Axcorr himself has the only library of mys- 
tical writers ever gathered in this country, partly 
his own collection and partly the contribution of 
an “English ‘scholar who. came to this. country to 
help him, years ago, to realize “ Paradise’” at 
Praitlands, and left his ‘books as the only trace of 
his.attempted ideal in American life. 

ee 

The Concord: School is thoroughly unique, 
and is likely to be the most characteristic gather- 
frig for’. purposes of serious. study ever yet 
known among us. Mr: Azcorr will deliver 
the. salutatory and valedictory, and will 
have the general charge of the conversa- 
tions of the school. . His own special contribution 
will be: five. lectures on * Mysticism.” Dr.. Hi. K. 
Jowes will give five lectures: on ‘ The Platonic Phi- 
losophy” and five on “Platonism fn its Relation to 
Modern Civilization.” Prof. Wiituax T. Haran 
will furnish five lectures on.‘ Speculative Philoso- 
phy,’ and five on “The History of Philosophy,” in- 
cluding Prato; Amisroriz, Kant, Fioure, and Hz- 
een... The Rev. Dr. J. Sremworta Kroner, 
of Minnesota, will. deliver three. lectures 
on» The Philosophy of the . Beautiful ahd 
the. Sublime,” . Mr. .Dsenron’ J. Suipzr is to 
give five: lectures on. .‘‘Shakespeare,”» taking 
up the Philosophy: of Shakespearean Criticism, the 


Shakespearean ‘World, the Principles of Character- 


ization. in Shakespeare, and the Organism of the 
Individual and the Universal Drama. ‘The Rev, 
Wuims H. CHanntine is to instruct the pupils..in 
“ Oriental and Mystical Philosophy,” his-special 
subjects being Historical Mysticism, Man's Fourfold 
Being, True Buddhism, and Modern Pessimism. 
Mrs. Bosa D. Cumxx is to speak on “Color” and 
“Barly American Art." Mrs. Jutta Warp Hows 
is. to lecture.on . “ Modern’ Society;" Mr. F. B. 
Sanponn on “The Philosophy of Charity,” and 
Dr.’ Etisna. Mutroxp ‘on’ “The Personality 
of ..Gop”.. and. “Precedent. Relations of: Re- 
ligion and. Philosophy to Christianity; Mr: H: G: 


0. BLake will contribute readings from Thoreau's { 


manuscripts; the Rev, Dr. Cyrus A. Barron. will 
SVC Witend C 7h OR iepeaiges tse a 


of the hottest weeks of the whole year. 


_ The act for the preservation of lobsters on our 
‘coast was, on the motion ‘of Mr: Cuicxxznme, or- 


| deceit peading in the Assembly, and was | 


favorably to the Senate yesterday, The 
ay aes Bo Tron spay of $00 who 
for gale.a lobster less than 1034 


tte proper form to the Assembly. The reason. why 
yald not be caught before: it: is 
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of laborers has lads ‘tendency page won 
that city; that laborers are now. getting $1 per day, 
as against 7S cette, and eye Sees, te the corryepond: 
ing period last year, 
' Prof. George L. Vose,. of Bowdoin’ College, 
Maine, who: is rieenton aoe mihatie dees Fame 
he eee ee rh 
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Marks, of that State, who was elected: as # com: 
ments of the Democratic Party: m 


ee carte ne ae 
evil has got 


: good and evil: But in every instance 


the better end of the bargain.” 


cent as to be: staying in Washington at the same 
time without being aware of the fact. We.think 
this conduct* reprehensible in a Juntion of Se: se 
preme Court of the United States." ‘ 
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